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I sent to beg the king, our lord, to be pleased to give the cap-
taincy of Guinea to Charles de Valera, my son, and he gave him
this in order to reward me. On his way, he took thirty caravels
and three ships, and he kept them for seven months, in which
time he contended for thirteen islands of Guinea [Cape Verde
islands], and he took the captain [Antonio da Noli], whom the
King of Portugal had placed there, for whose ransom the
Genoese merchants were obliged to give him within four months
from then one thousand doblas to be available in el puerto
[Puerto de Santa Maria]; but he did not wish to receive the
doblas, and he brought him with him and sent him to your
majesty, while you were in the town of Madrid; and he brought
from that place 400 slaves, of whom 16 were allotted as his
share, and the marquis of Calis [Cadiz] took these off him; and
the duke of Medina Cidonia1 made him pay 50,000 maravedis
for the damage which he had done in the island of Antonio
[Santiago], declaring that it was his own.

VOYAGE OF FERNAO GOMES TO MINA. I4762.
It was very painful to the Portuguese that the Andalucians
were hindering the maritime expeditions, regarded for such a
long time as their own privilege, and that the enemy was avail-
ing himself of the profits, annually collected by themselves as
hereditary by right and custom. Accordingly, Fernan Gomez,
who was wont each year to pay King Don Alfonso 60,000
cruzados of gold, equivalent to the same number of ducats, in
exchange for the sole right of sending a fleet to Guinea and reap-
ing the profits from such a trade, declined to pay the rent, as
long as he did not recover his privilege and in face of the proba-
bility that the expeditions would each time become more pro-
ductive for the powerful Andalucians. Then, prince Don Juan
determined that Fernan Gomez, after being exempted from the
tribute, should go off to Guinea with twenty ships, preceding
1 Don Enrique de Guzman, Duke of Medina Sidonia (?-i49a), was the
most powerful of the Andalusian marcher grandees, and during the earlier
part of his career the bitter rival of the Marquis of Cadiz. He displayed a
close interest in Guinea during the years 1475*82.
a Palencia, dec. in, bk. 25, ch. 5. Extract, translated.